
 

 

Bees are social insects. They are called social insects 

because they live and work in groups called colonies. Honey 

bees and bumble bees are two types of bee. 

 There are three types of honey bees: queen bees, 

drone bees and worker bees. The queen bee is a very 

important part of the hive. She makes a few wax cells to 

start the hive and lays eggs in them. These eggs develop 

into worker bees. Worker bees are female bees. They make 

the hive and collect nectar and pollen from flowers with the 

back of their legs. Drones are the male bees. They mate 

with the queen bee and after that they don’t do anything. 

They get thrown out of the hive in the winter. 

 Worker bees collect nectar from the flowers of 

blackberries, peas, beans and dandelions to make honey. 

They also collect nectar from heather(which gives the 

honey a port/wine colour!) 

 Once the queen bee lays the eggs in the wax cells, the 

cells they are in get covered in wax by worker bees.  It 

takes 21 days for the grown bees to emerge. The grown 

bees chew away the wax to emerge from the cells. 

 Honey bees feed on nectar and pollen which the worker 

bees collect. When they need more strength, the beekeeper 

will leave a bowl of sugar/water syrup on top of the hive for 

them to feed on. The worker bees fly up and bring back 

some syrup to strengthen the bees. 

 An artificial hive is made up of drawers, each of which 

is full of frames. The bees make the wax cells on the 

frames. There is one drawer at the top where the honey is 

made and can be collected. The drawer where the honey is 
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made is protected by a queen excluder, which stops the 

queen from laying her eggs in the honey. 

 Bees are very important. As well as gathering pollen 

from plants, they leave pollen on plants so the plant can 

produce seeds and keep blooming. Then the bees can collect 

more nectar and pollen. If bees didn’t do this, we would 

have no apples, blackberries, strawberries and we would 

have to eat only root vegetables. 

 The hive needs to be kept at a certain temperature. 

The hive gets very hot, with all the bees flying about. When 

it gets too hot, the worker bees fly out and collect water. 

They then arrange the water like pearls in the cells. This 

helps cool the hive down. 

Bees are very important insects and not only provide that 

delicious honey we all love but also pollinate our plants! So, 

if a bee flies into your kitchen, don’t kill it; help it! 
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